Barcodes

The inventory section of TRUCKS can accommodate the use of barcodes to enter the part number for an inventory item. 

Universal Product Codes (UPC) are printed on many of the items you will have in your storeroom. You can enter parts in your inventory or work orders by entering your part numbers from the keyboard or you can enter the barcode  UPC number from the keyboard or by scanning the barcode with a barcode scanner. There are many kinds of barcode scanners. If you have such a scanner working with the computer that you use to enter data for TRUCKS all you have to do is place the cursor at the entry point for the barcode on one of the TRUCKS entry screens and do the scan.

One easy to use and inexpensive scanner is sold under the name of “Barcode Anything” and can be found at stores like Office Depot, Office Max, Best Buy, etc. Most of the scanners are simply connected between your keyboard and your computer. The scanned data is sent to the computer just as though you had entered it from the keyboard. They also have software that you can use to print barcodes if you want to add the barcode itself to your storeroom parts bins or to parts that do not have the UPC code printed on the package.

These things are very flexible. You could print a barcode for each of your mechanics and scan that barcode to enter the “Done By” information. You could even print a sheet of self sticking barcode labels for each mechanic. The mechanic could then place his/her barcode sticker on a work order as the work is done. Or, use barcodes to identify your vehicle numbers although, with all but a small fleet, the collection of barcodes to scan may become unwieldy.

Barcode usefulness is almost unlimited.

